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Dedication

Astray was composed as  re-imagined the Brandenburg Concerto No.5  by J .S. Bach for the occasion of this 300-year
commemoration.  The piece premiered at the 10th Cappadocia Festival in 2021.

Program Notes

Astray results from my encounter with Brandenburg Concerto No. 5, which inspired me to use the conventional formal structure and orchestration in
a minimalist approach. One of the intentions of Astray is to retain some conventions of Brandenburg Concerto No. 5, such as instrumentation and the contrasts in its formal structure. I t
compacts the formal structure in 3 movements (allegro-adagio-allegro) into one linear piece with a contrasting section in the middle.  The piece's orchestration follows the tradition of the
Brandenburg concerto, as three solo instruments with orchestra. However, the approach towards using the instruments possibilities and their timbral pallets completely differ from secular music
of 19s century in Europe. It is worth mentioning that Astray is a personal interpretation from my encounter with this piece.  Moreover, my fascination with the emphasis on instruments'
percussive possibilities stems from my desire to include traditional Turkish and Uzbek folk sounds in my compositions, both in timbral and rhythmic aspects. The music context and vocabulary
are designed to create an archaic east sound within its rhythmic structure and harmonic language. The frequent usage of timbral variations, especially on string instruments, intend to create an
interaction between the familiar-sounding of an ensemble and creating non-conventional timbres. This interaction tries to make a distance from recognizing instruments' characteristics during
the formal contrast in the piece.

Instrumentation: Flute,  Harpsichord, Solo Violin, Violin 1, Violin 2, Viola, Violoncello, Double-bass

                                                                                                       I stanbul 2021
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